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and almost sinister view of the Prime Minister's language. You
will, I am sure, agree with me that the meaning the Prime
Minister intended to convey to his audience and to India cannot
properly be gathered from selected isolated passages, but must
be taken from the whole speech, and with due regard to the
circumstances that led to its delivery and the purposes the
Prime Minister sought to achieve. I have studied the speech
and have re-read it by the light of the fierce criticism directed
in India against it, and I remain of my first opinion and am unable
to accept the meaning attributed to it in many quarters,

Let me tell you how I understood it when I read the text
of the speech, and particularly in the light of the debate in the
House of Commons. I concluded that the Prime Minister
intended to serve two purposes; the first to utter a note of
solemn warning to those who, after the next election, might be
inclined to pursue the deliberate policy in the Legislature of
paralysing the activities of Government by rendering it impotent
and reducing administration to chaos. Please observe that his
note of warning is directed to the actions of those who may wish,
after the next election, to wreck the Reforms. It is given not
for the purpose of indicating a change in the future policy of
His Majesty's Government, but with the object of concentrating
attention upon the mischievous consequences of the threatened
action. You will remember that a section of those who are
avowedly hostile to the Reforms advocate the plan of becoming
members of the legislature in order that they may destroy it
and the reformed constitution.

The Prime Minister's second purpose, as I understood it,
was to give confidence to the members of the Civil Services who
have played, and still play, so great and important a part in the
administration of India, to allay their apprehensions regarding
their emoluments and pensions and general position since the
Reforms, and to assure them of his sympathy in the performance
of their trust and in the difficulties that confront them. Owing
to changed conditions and increased cost of living, etc., it is
common knowledge that there is now in England a marked dis-
inclination to enter the Indian Civil Service. This has seriously
disturbed those of us who have great faith in the Services and
realize their importance in the progress and development of India.
I do not pause here to discuss the changed conditions, I merely
refer to them at this moment for the purpose of understanding
the Prime Minister's speech. It is, I think, obvious that these
were the subjects in the Prime Minister's mind when he addressed